
 
Veterinary Science 

 

 
 

Rabbit Unit 

Handouts 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbits 

 

 Classification 

o Order: _________________________ 

 Family 1. _________________________ - Pika 

 Family 2. _________________________ - Rabbits and Hares 

 Genus 1. _________________________ - American cottontail 

o ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 Genus 2. _________________________ - True hares 

o ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 Genus 3. _________________________ - European hares 

o ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 History 

o Rabbit fossils date back to __________________________. 

o ______________________ found rabbits on the coast of Spain during _______________.   

 Responsible for __________________________________________________________. 

o Rabbits were of great _________________________.   

 Hunted for _________________ & their pelts were used to make __________________.   

o ______________________ domesticated the rabbit in walled cages kept in _________________.   

o Rabbits in New World 

 In the 19
th

 century, the European wild rabbit was introduced into __________________ 

and __________________, where it quickly spread and became a serious __________.   

 Brought to _____________ in the early 20
th

 century, it eventually spread over much of 

the Southern American continent.   

 The major rabbit of North America remains the ______________________ 

 Uses 

o Meat 

 Largest producers and consumers of rabbit are ________________________, 

________________________, and ________________________, 

 Low consumption of rabbits in the U.S. due to __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Major meat production breeds are _____________________ & ____________________ 

 Advantages of Rabbit meat: 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________ 

o Research 

 United States reported _________________ rabbits used in science in 1987 

 That number declined to about ___________________ in 2006.   



 The decline in the number of rabbits used in research is due to the public 

________________ in using live animals in research and the development of 

__________________________________ for doing research.   

 Rabbits have been used to produce disease-fighting ____________________, to study 

____________________, and to research several human ____________________.   

 Rabbit blood is one of the best mediums for growing the __________ virus. 

 Rabbits have been used in controversial tests.   

 The Draize Eye Test has been used by many companies to test _______________  

o Rabbits do not have ________________ and cannot shed ____________ 

to dilute chemicals or products put into their eyes.   

 ________________ tests have also been used with rabbits.   

o Fur/Wool 

 1. ________________: Short, with guard hairs the ______________ length standing 

straight up from skin.  ________________ and ____________________ 

 2. ________________:  ___________ fiber that comes from angora breeds.  __________, 

finer, ________________ and warmer than sheep’s wool. Less irritating. _____________ 

 3.  ________________:  ____________ hair with a fine guard hair that is found on 

____________________ of rabbit breeds. Used as ___________________ for pillow or 

lower quality blankets.    

 4.  ________________:  fur _______________ that has a smaller ___________________ 

and ___________________ outer shell.  This gives a more ___________________ color 

and sheen or luster.   

o Pets 

 Rabbits make very _______________, _______________, and _______________, pets. 

 Some can become very _______________ and _______________ and require careful 

handling.   

 They can easily be trained to use a _______________.   

 Because of the diversity in sizes, they can fit into many different ___________________. 

Breeds 

There are about 60 different breeds of domestic rabbits; however, only about 45 breeds have been developed to 

the point that they are recognized by various rabbit organizations.  These 45 breeds are divided into five weight 

categories.  These categories are listed below, along with the breeds. 

 

1. Dwarf or Miniature 

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

2. Small 

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

3. Medium 

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

4. Large  

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

5. Giant 

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 
 
 



Rabbits versus Hares 

 

There are several important differences between rabbits and hares even though both animals belong to the 

Lagomorpha order of mammals. 

 

Comparison chart 

 Hare 

 

Rabbit 

 
Kingdom Animalia Animalia 

Phylum Chordata Chordata 

Class Mammalia Mammalia 

Order Lagomorpha Lagomorpha 

Family Leporidae Leporidae (in part) 

Genus/Genera Lepus Pentalagus, Bunolagus, Nesolagus, 

Romerolagus, Brachylagus, Sylvilagus, 

Oryctolagus, Poelagus 

Diet Vegetarian Vegetarian 

 

 

Differences in Physical features 

 

   
 

 

 There are several differences in the physical features of hares and rabbits that allow us to distinguish 

between the two. 

 Hares are generally larger and faster than rabbits. 

 Hares have longer ears and larger feet than rabbits. 

 Hares have black markings on their fur. 

 Rabbits are altricial (their young are born blind and hairless). In contrast, hares are generally born with 

hair and are able to see (precocial). Young hares are therefore able to fend for themselves very quickly 

after birth. 

 A young hare is called a leveret and a young rabbit is called a kitten, kit, or, least correct but very 

commonly, a bunny. 

A hare as depicted in a 

painting. 

 

A rabbit (Eastern 

Cottontail) 

 

http://www.diffen.com/difference/Category:Animals
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Fur_vs_Hair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altricial
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Compare_vs_Contrast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Precocial
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Bunny_vs_Rabbit


 Hares have very long and strong hind legs, more so than rabbits. 

 Rabbits and hares both molt and then grow new hair. This happens in both spring and in fall. Rabbit's 

brown summer fur is replaced with fur that is greyer. Hares, especially those living in cold, snowy 

regions, turn white in the winter. 

 Hunters say that hare has a much stronger, gamier flavor than rabbit (which actually does taste like a 

milder version of chicken). 

 Both rabbits and hares have short tails. 

 

Comparison of Lifestyle and Behavior 

 Hares have not been domesticated, while rabbits are often kept as house pets. 

 All rabbits (except the cottontail rabbit) live underground in burrows or warrens, while hares live in 

simple nests above the ground (as does the cottontail rabbit). Rabbits also have their litters underground. 

Hares rely on running rather than burrowing for protection. 

 Rabbits are very social animals and live in colonies. Male rabbits even fight within a group to become 

the dominant male. The dominant male rabbit then mates with most of the females in the area. On the 

other hand, hares live most of the time by themselves. They come together in pairs for mating only. 

There is almost no fighting among hares - they just pair off. 

 Rabbits prefer soft stems, grass or vegetables. Hares eat more hard food: bark and rind, buds, small 

twigs and shoots. 

 

Similarities 

 Both rabbits and hares breed prolifically (highly productive), bearing four to eight litters each year. 

 A litter of rabbits generally has three to eight young. They have a gestation period of about a month, are 

sexually mature in about six months, and live in the wild for about six years. 

 Although rabbits and hares are valued as game by hunters both for their food and fur, they are also pests 

to farmers and gardeners. They can destroy crops and trees. 

 

Trivia 

 The Jackrabbit is actually a hare. 

 Rabbit's eyes are positioned on the sides, so they can cover larger areas. Rabbits can see behind them 

without turning their heads. 

 A male rabbit is called a buck, a female - a doe, babies - kittens. 

 Rabbit's eyes remain black when reflecting a bright light. In comparison human eyes appear red, cats 

and dogs - green, and deer eyes turn orange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.diffen.com/difference/Area_vs_Perimeter
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Fruit_vs_Vegetable
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Category:Food
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Cat_vs_Dog
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Cat_vs_Dog


Rabbits vs. Hares 

 
Across 

3. Preferred diet of rabbits 

6. Color of rabbits' winter fur 

7. Female rabbit 

12. Able to see 

13. Young are born blind and hairless 

Down 

1. To be tamed and become pets 

2. Color of hares' winter fur 

4. Order of mammals containing rabbits and hares 

5. Highly productive 

8. Color rabbits' eyes remain in bright light 

9. Animal that has longer ears and larger feet 

10. Baby rabbit 

11. Male rabbit 



Name: _________________________________________ Date: __________________ Period: ____________ 

Rabbits versus Hares 

Read the article about Rabbits and Hares. 

Complete the Venn Diagram comparing the two animals 



Name: _____________________________________________ Date: ___________________ Period: ________ 
 

Rabbit Genetics 
 

Record the genotype and phenotype for rabbit parents.  Do a Punnett Square for each trait (record on back).  
Pick from each square to create your own baby rabbit.  Record your baby rabbit’s genotype and phenotype on 
the chart. 
 

Trait 
Male Female Baby 

G P G P G P 

Color       

Head Shape       

Ear Color       

Ear Shape       

Ear Size       

Eye Color       

Nose Shape       

Nose Color       

Mouth Shape       

Whiskers       

Tail       

Gender       

 
 

Trait Dominant Hybrid Recessive 

Color – B Black Gray White 

Head Shape – R Round  Oval 

Ear Color – E Brown Tan White 

Ear Shape – P Pointed  Round 

Ear Size – L Long Medium Short 

Eye Color – C Brown  Blue 

Nose Shape – N Triangle  Round 

Nose Color – G Gray  Pink 

Mouth Shape – M Curved  Straight 

Whiskers – W Long Medium Short 

Tail – T  Fluffy  Not Fluffy 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


